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month, passes in
OF England which does

MUNICiPALGAS. not witness t h e

I transfer of some gas
enterprise from private to public management.The final and decisive argument in

favor of city ownership and management is
the fact that the control of a necessary of
life should not be handed over to a private
company, however carefully its conduct may
be watched. Cases are constantly arising in

which the legitimate interests of a private
corporation will be directly in the way of the

public interest.
Take the case of a considerable lowering

of the price of gas to the consumer, which
is now imperatively called for by the indus^ialand social interests of the city. A rau .cipalitywill find it greatly for its advantageto saCrlfic-a for a time its profits for the
sake of furthering the consumption of an

article which performs such valuable services.As a matter of fact, the demonstration
of the speed with which the consumption of

gas may follow a reduction in its price was

reserved for government undertakings, the
municipal corporations of England first havingtaught the private companies the possibilitieswhich lay in a lower price.
These are the conclusions of the whole

question:
A good supply of pure and rich gas at low

prices is now an absolute necessity of life
in our modern city, both to the hira.1 and to

the efficiency of industry and trade.
The technical and administrative conditionsof the manufacture and distribution of

iiicuvt: Lite uuonif^s u piauiiuai munuyui) .

One must then choose between a monopoly
managed by the public in the interests of the
public and a monopoly by private parties.
The argument against public management

that it is more expensive than private managementis false in reason and in fact, since
a careful analysis shows- reasons why public
agencies can, as a rule, manufacture more

cheaply than private companies, and a study
of statistics confirms this. The business of
furnishing a necessary of life which can be
carried on only in the form of a monopoly is
never safe in the hands of a private company,which we* know goes into the legislaturesand the councils, buying up councilmenand legislators in the most shameless

stepping at anything that promises success.

P.ut, on the other hand, it is possible to rectifywhatever corruption there may be in
public management by improving the public
St vice by a properly organized system.
The testimony of a most distinguished

American gas engineer, Mr. Greenough, in a

speech some years ago before the New EnglandAssociation of Engineers, is valuable:
If any city in this country should see fit to purchasetile rights and property of existing gas corporations.anil would operate them with even

a moderate degree of regard for the public good,
there is no doubt that in most cases it would be
highly advantageous. The must entire publicity
would, of course, lie given to the business, the
public, at all events, could fix its own price, aud
the city could borrow money a(t lower rate's than
anv private citizen would be content to risk his
capital for.

We have already pna.de great mistakes in
allowing the policy of competition to force an

amount of capital into these enterprises
which make cheap gas almost impossible. We
should make another quite as great if we

allowed private companies to make this
capital the excuse for plundering the consumerfor the next twenty-five or fifty years

, being sacrificed at any time. The desire to
control the league and reduce the number of
clubs to ten is responsible for much of the
bad feeling.
What with syndicate ball-playing, as exemplifiedin the Baltimore-Brooklyn and

Cleveland-St. Louis deals, and the vicious unreasonablenessof some of the managers, the

prospects for a profitable revival of interest
are not flattering.
The public likes fair, dealing. It demands

clean sport. It wants the hoodlum players
and the bad tempered "magnates" suppressed.
It has lost none of its old love for the great
national game, which i* being ruined by those
who should have the keenest concern for its
welfare. - #

The Governor has also given his unqualified
approval to the scheme.
Senator Coggeshall, one of the Republican

Senators who refuses to lend himself to the
passage of the State Constabulary bill, says
in an interview:

T will tight the bill to the end. and I will not
be alone in the. fight on the Republican side. I
cannot tell you now just who will be with me,
but I can say that there will he others. Th^-hill
is as »are of defeat as the single-headed police

Bc&kfttolssloii bill. The Governor's approval of the
measure will not put it through. He approved
the Root police bills as warmly as he now approvesthese bills, although they are very differentin character. It scents that he is ready to

approve anything suggested by the organization.
Senator Coggeshall has defined the Governor'sattitude most accurately in the closing

sentence of his interview. R.oosevelt is takinghis orders slavishly from the machine.
Piatt's slightest wish is a command.
Although the "Boss" finds it easy to bend

the Governor to his selfish purposes his campaignof revenge will end disastrously if the
defection in the Senate continues.

The baseball season

THE CRITICAL opens on Saturday,
_ . _ although some of the

STATE OF western clubs will
BASEBALL. Play championship

' J games to-day. Thir
will be a crucial year for the National
League. Although the ten-year agreement
has some time to run, dissolution may come

sooner. Personal animosities have grown so

bitter that the poorer clubs are in danger of

dustry is the public one, and that where it

is not adopted the community is constantly
suffering serious loss, no matter how successfulthe business may seem to be.

Piatt will have to

TROUBLE pay another social
visit to the Governor

1 N
at Albany. Some of

CAMP. sheep are still

_J outside the fold. The
bill creating a single-headed police commis..sionfor New York city was defeated in the
Senate yesterday, three Republicans voting
with the Democrats to kill it.
This is one of several measures devised by

Piatt to secure control of the Police Department.The Mazet investigation is part of the
scheme to influence the Legislature to rush
these bills throuah under a Dartisan lash.
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To grant monopoly to private companies
means either effective or ineffective regulations.If the former, we have high profits,
enormous over-capitalization, gigantic stock

watering, poor gas and high prices. If the

latter, we have at the very best slothful
management and a preference given to privateinterests over those of the public.
The conclusion of the whole matter is that
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4"General Shafter

SHAFTER came all the way +
from California to tell *

ADMIRED THE thft Court of Inquiry ^
BEEF. that the beef fur- "H

_
nished the army in

Cuba was good. He admitted that it was

"unpalatable, uninviting and without taste,"
but insisted that "it was not unfit for food."
A man with so little stomach for fighting as

Shafter had was in no danger of having his L
digestion impaired by the carrion-like stuff
labelled "roast beef." Fed upon cooling

^
drinks and delicacies, safely trussed up in a !h
hammock so far from the fighting line that Be

he could not be found with a search warrant, ve

he could not conceive of the suffering his sol- th

diers endured in the trenches. They fell weak
and sick under a tropic sun rather than eat jj,
the slimy, decaying, poisonous stuff which ic

Shafter now swears "was not unfit for food." pi'
Hundreds of officers who did not want to st:

retreat at Santiago and who did face Spanish
bullets have testified that disease and death
lurked in the canned beef. Thousands of privatesoldiers have also borne Avitness to the
disgusting character of this ration. And the
force of their testimony cannot be shaken by
.anything Shafter may say.

Of course it is only a coincidence that Aiger,
who is involved in this beef scandal, was responsiblefor Shaffer's selection as com-

mander of the Santiago campaign.

CONDENSED EDITORIALS.
MATTHEW STANLEY QUAY, who is making a

desperate effort to keep from being elected to the
Pennsylvania penitentiary, can rightfully claim
that a pressing previous engagement debars nitn
front accepting the courteous invitation of his Republicanopponents to discuss the Senatorial question.
THE SOCIETY for the Prevention of Cruelty to

Animals should get on the trail of the inhuman
owner that named a thoroughbred horse General
Nhafter. The unfortunate beast started In a race
at Memphis Wednesday, and of course finished
among the "also ransi"

WHEN ADMIRAL DEWEY hears the echo of
New York's hearty welcome to the. Raleigh he a>

will get a faint Idea of what will happen when ''

this imperial city sets eyes on him.
It

OUR CHASTE CONTEMPORARY the Times.
^

whose specialty is the publication of "Ail the news
^

that's fit to print." heads its column of Newport
society gossip with this item: J '

The handsome new bedstead for Mr. *nd Mrs. q
dr.. which was made in New VorK for use at , j,(

has armed. , (j
Out of respect for the feeling® of the young \t

couple, the Journal puts blanks in this important tl
piece of information where it/s Afl-the-news-thsfsfit-to-prlnt''contemporary printed names. H

Turn the Lijjht on Piatt's Sons.
[Utica Observer.]

The professions of independence and lofty pur- ti

pose that the Assembly Investigating Committee
are making prompt the New York Journal to make
a suggestion. It suggests that Senator Piatt's son
be called upon the stand and asked these questions:
What is your occupation?
Could you make a living if your father's political

pull did not drag business to your bond company
and your law Arm? f
Did you undertake to get the Astoria gas grah

through the Legislature for a retaining fee of
3500,000?
Have you been trying to give Lauferbach and the t

Third Avenue Railroad Company the privilege of t

killing children on Amsterdam avenue? 1!
What are your method** of persuading legislators t

to look at public questions from your pol nt of
view? a

These questions ar* not of the sandbagg! \g kind, t

such as were permitted in the Liexow in restiga- s

tlon. But the answers to them would be mighty '1
Interesting and instructive on the aubject 'how t
we axe govawiad." g

&

rHE first Spring day brought out plans for
Summer. There Is no doubt that people
this year wilil etay at homie. There are

really very few of our set abroad, and
hoee who are witl only remain ito get a sniff at
he Landon season, and some Taria clothes. The
trst of June, hardly eight weeks off. will see

hem all back again.
The Spring crop of weddings has petered out
.nd '.there are a few next week only, and then
re will have a revival of several of the little
rand a!s which have been sleeping these days
"he weddings yesterday wer*J many, and some ol
he usual practical jokes were perCermed on the
oing away couples.

enda." But .if you have not read "The Prisoner
f Zenda," where on earth have you been keepigyourself? Mr. Frohman does not seem to l>e.

uite sure that everybody has read it. for he sets

>rth a bleak synopsis of its points. Of course

lere may be a few people from the very wild
*est-^au(| Philadelphia- who have not yet reached
le original Hope romance.
"Zenda" ends with the separation of Flavin and
assondyll. with nothing but a yearly rose to

*mind the one of the other. "Rupert of Hentzau"
egins with the sending of the rose and a rather
uproirririug' letter written in fond despair by
'lavia to RftssendvlL The box containing tlieBe
rlbntesi falls Into the hands of the dgredevil Rupertof Hentzau, who intends to show thein t
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' kins to try a,Kt wring a

I tew more dollars out of
F lavia and Rassendyll,
who had yielded so rlcliWTft; '8||| ly. When an author lias

;_»x' ijjg- I said good-by to types so

*JJrmk charming. It seemed to

I 1Uft rljat It was cruel to

^g'^4 i2»'« break out in a new

place. After all, a man

*t JtHV *Wfm* owes something to the

V | Ip^ creations of his own

' I a
So I went to the Lyceutnquite prepared to

be bored, and stayed ttntilthere was absolutely
nothing more left of
Rassendyll and the King

IPto weave into a third

to say, this delightful

.:M '"fw new page, was as fasali:.
as exciting as the origi.-..nal play. We have got

JA.ME8 K HACKKIT. |nto the habit of speakingof "Zcnda stories
< "thai: sort of thing." We have included all

ope's imitations of himself In the category. But

Rupert of Hentxau" Is not "that sort of thiug."
Is a continuation of "Zenda" very cleverly done.

Of course you will not understand "Rupert of
entznn" unless vou have read "The Prisoner of

SHAFTER (before t
reports of bad b
reports of cannc

rik'f pIay wit
\FTICR the. scarlet hip-hurrah of an opening

perfdrmanee, it is pleasant to sit in that
comparatively placid atmosphere of soothingsyrup belonging to a "third night."

lis I did in the case of "Rupert of Hent7.au," at
e Lyceum. "With ushers quiescent, friends abut,uproarious "first-nighters" far away, it was

ry easy to testify to the emphatic success of
is new Hope production. And when you com"

think that a play almost as pulsating as "The
isoner of Zenda" has been made out of "The
isoner of Zonda's" discarded characters, you
nlize how fresh ("fresh," in its non-slangy sense,
ease) Anthony Hope was before be reached the
ate of "Rhroso" exhaustion.

I never read "Rupert
of Hcntzau." I thought

f "~p ""1 it a greedy and cowardI1. , h!.., Hono-Hou-.
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Flavin's husband, and .the play Is devoted to showinghow vonng Rassendyll foils this villain and
finally, in a vehement fight, onuses Rupert's timely
death.

It is all very excitingly. done, and marvellously
easy to follow. The trouble wiiith. "that sort, of
thing" Is that it is as unintelligible as comic
opera. Hut "Rupert of Hentzau" is the genuine
article, and Rassciidyli redivivus is jteemiingly entertaining.I can't forgive "Zenda. for leading
us into that dreadful "Musketeer" imbroglio. I
shall never forgive it for that. But "Rupert of
Hentzau" comes naturally to us, and it is as

simple, swift, forceful, poetic, fascinating and bewilderingas "Zemin" itself. Its fault is its ending,

^ ^

,imamiiiniiiiiwiiiMH ; ..j :
* JOUINA HOWi/AND. ^

After dragging you through two plays of Flavin
and Rnssendyll, and showing you that picturesque
twain in all sorts and conditions of spectacular
affection. It seems rather cruel to kill poor Raasendyllas well as the King.at the end. and 3end
you home to the tune of a marche fuuebre.
Perhaps Anthony Hepe felt that if he left Rasseudyllstill alive he would never be able to resist

the temptation of taking him up again. Of course,

artistically. I suppose " 'twas best for him and
best for us." There is 110 real beauty in those

happy endings that send a couple trotting Into lie
amber glades of "happiness ever after." But in
the ease of Fin via and Rnssendyll.and remember"

0 ing liow extremely fou<l of them we were.I think

1 EUROPEAN li?l
One <X the carriages was bedecked witli white

ribbons. All tt.he spoke--: wore done up in this
material aJul the door* had big bows of the game

material. The horses' beads were decorated with
Raster lilies and the coachman and be,v, man hud
enormous botuiuelfs, and the whip was also deco
rated with, white satin ribbon. There was n white
satin slipper on the top of the carriage and a bis

; bow behind.
The Bradley Martins will be dined a little dur

fng their short stay in the city, but Mrs. Brad let
Mahtin has sung her swan song in regard to en

terlaining here. The fancy ball was the last thing
she evey attempted- She has never forgiven. New
I'ork society for the way in wfilch they accepted

KO ARE A SIGN,

her hospitality .and then made fun of £hp affair}.
Since her daughter's marriage to an earl an^-th«|

cousin of Oftdogan, the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.
Mr?. Bradley Martin and Mr, Bradley M&rthi «t*

L w«01 have become English people, like Itho Astorfi,
and their erttertnlnmeuits in London Will not ate

an array of Americans as some New Yorkers
; fondly hope.

There have been ver- few of her old friends (en«
tertalned at Balmaeaaii tills or any other year,
To tie very smart, one must begin by being nitwit
American, and the Bradley Martins are now, to

; sell their last possessions In this countg?£aj^-bid
fareweil'*tdHt1,fdrev?r. .

*
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Under the olrcumsiuuces you ien cou»oicu «i

thought of the dual death. Life with this lugubriouslady would be oue long black crape agony.
Miss Howland lias all the expressiveness of a

gramophone, made to slug one sad lay ad nauseam.

She was as ba^ as a case of grip. You thought
you had shaken her off.but lo! the 111 effects remainedto torture you. Arthur Hoops as Rupert
of Hentzau was satisfactory In the duel gcflne

only. His lackadaisical manner was ill assumed,
wore it too loosely. Theodore Roberts was not as

noisy as Sapt as Rowland Buckstone. Brlgham
Royoe, Robert Rllott and George Alison weco

three highly caparisoned and well-seasoned youths,
and the various servants were all good. Miss Gtfi>
trudo Rivers seemed to be a trifle out of the bracingatmosphere of the piece. Virginin Biichanau,
who is unfailing, made a very good Mother Ho«<
and Miss Mabel Amber, accustomed to die With*
out corsets in great diamond: robbery melodramas,
managed to make a picturesque peasant.
"Rupert of Hentzau" is of course fraught with

tearful suggestion. Suppose somebody undertook
to tuke up "The Musketeers" where Dhmft? left
It off. There is a chancd for so, many pteya tfc
wax fruitful and multiply,. ALANt-PAulV

i IF-THE PLANS OF THE 400

happiness lor tiavta and. Kaseeaajni xvp children
and baby carriages! No happy future in. Ituri<
tarda! Nothing but the picture of a dbuiblywidowedFlayla hi mourning garbs, left Ito grow
up to soured old ladyhood all by herself. It was
very vexing, when you had. interested yourself so

completely In their doings. The final tableau of
Rupert of Hentzau" Is a mistake.a sad mistake.

High art may clamor for It, but there five times
v.-ken it is a good thing to llsiien to popular Ideas,
James K. Hackett, when he started upon Ids

career, hud nothing to recommend him but his
height. I have estimated that to a leading actor
every Inch In stature over five-foot-eight is worth
at least fifty dollars a week. Over six feet, the (
lending actor can name his own terms. This is
not an era for pigmies. Badly handicapped as he
was by bis fatal stateliness, Hackett seems to
have buckled to. He does the best work I have
ever seen him do in "Rupert of Hentzau." His
scene with Sa.pt in the fourth act, when he resists
thV temptation to become king, was a capital bit
of quiet and pathetic acting. Of the duel it is not
necessary to speak. It Is one of those gallery pplsodesthat appeal to every man's innate cruelty
and that always "go." As the King. Hackett was
less acceptable. He made of that monarch a sort
of hysterical, falsetto person, devoid of all harmonywith his surroundings. The quick slips from
one character to the other were excellent bits of
"lightning change," most ingeniously contrived to
awaken the admiration of a poiite audienceButthe Fiavial Oh, Jobyna, Jobyna! Why art
thou so lovely, yet so stupid? There never could
be a handsomer Flavla than this tall, svelte (the
Duchess always calls 'em svelte) girl, who looked
as though She could try on dresses all day for

pattern plates. But Miss Howlaud.like the doves
on the mast."mourned, and mourned, and
mourned." She has not yet learned how to smile.
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rp ALAN DALE'.S IDEA OP
I I "'RUPERT OF HENTZAU."

it would have-boon pardonable to allowthe-youns*
man to succeed to the throne, and Bit there ever
after in the sweet domesticity q£ more boiled
mutton, vri'th 'Fla<via,
As it was, we went home dissatisfied. ^Ve-hatl

really taken a great deal of trouble to closely"
follow the careers of these amiable types.only to
find ourselves' in the cul de sao of tragedy* 2s'<-»
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